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Madam Speaker, it indeed is an honor and
a privilege to know this great man who not
only shows the qualities of a dedicated soldier,
but also does what is best for his country.

——
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
O’SULLIVANS ON THEIR 50TH

WEDDIING ANNIVERSARY
HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 29, 2008

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Owen Michael
O’Sullivan on the cerebration of their 50th
wedding anniversary.

Owen and Geannine O’Sullivan were mar-
ried 50 years on June 14, 2008. They raised
4 children and have 12 grandchildren.

Owen was born in 1935 in New York City,
NY, where he lived with his parents, two
brothers and a sister. He graduated from Car-
dinal Hayes H.S. in 1953 where he studied
trombone and further developed his love of
music. After attending what is now known as
the School of Visual Arts in NYC, Owen was
drafted into the Army where his musical skills
helped him become a member of the U.S.
Army Band.

Geannine Bernard O’Sullivan was born in
New York City in 1935. Subsequent to com-
pleting high school, Geannine was admitted to
the Fashion Academy in NYC. After success-
fully graduating, she worked as a designer
and illustrator in the city. Here she learned
how designs turned into the reality of actual
production. To this day, she still uses her tal-
ent and skills in the design and hand sewing
of beautiful St. Nicholas dolls.

Owen met Geannine on a blind date before
going overseas. However, they remained pen
pals until his return in 1956. They eventually
moved to Morris County, NJ, where Owen,
having started in the printing industry, opened
his own advertising agency, Graphicus 14. His
agency grew, as did their family. Four children
later, the agency became O’Sullivan Adver-
tising/Public Relations located in Morristown,
NJ. Geannine became president of Special
Occasion Dresses for Children.

Owen and Geannine, devout Catholics, also
gave back to their community. Their endless
charity and community involvements, as well
as their strong values, were known in many
organizations such as the Junior Chamber of
Commerce, interfaith groups and Catholic
church groups. One of Owen’s proudest
achievements was when he was made a
Knight of Malta. Presently Owen and
Geannine are active on the board of the Car-
ing Basket Gala of Assumption College for
Sisters. Owen is the Charter Chairman and
Geannine is a strong backup and Committee
member. Over the last 7 years, they have
raised over $630,000 and helped save the col-
lege.

Nothing, though, was more important in their
lives then their sense of family. “Family al-
ways comes first,” they always said, and that
was demonstrated almost daily throughout
their 50 years together.

Congratulations again to Owen and
Geannine O’Sullivan. Their story is reflective
of the American dream, the children of immi-
grants, working hard and playing by the rules
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to create better lives for themselves and their
children. As a result, they have made their
community, their church, New Jersey, and our
Nation a better place to live for future genera-
tions.

———

THE NEED FOR OFFSHORE
DRILLING

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 29, 2008

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, with today’s high price of gasoline, |
would like to insert into the RECORD an article
from the Baytown Sun which highlights the
need for additional domestic resources
through offshore drilling.

[From the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Jun.
20, 2008]

OFFSHORE DRILLING

Led by President Bush and Sen. John
McCain, a growing number of politicians say
they are willing to drop strict environmental
protections to allow more offshore drilling
for oil. Our response: ‘“‘what took y’all so
long?”’

It’s pretty clear to most of us on the Sun
editorial board that when it comes to en-

ergy, what we really need is to produce
more, use less, and find new sources of
power.

This nation cannot afford to put off serious
energy reform any longer. Let’s start with
more domestic drilling by lifting the 27-year-
old federal ban on offshore drilling. The mor-
atorium applies to all federal waters, which
extend three miles from the coastlines.

However, offshore drilling is no panacea. It
certainly doesn’t provide a short-term an-
swer to the high gasoline prices that have
angered Americans. It would take up to five
years to start pumping significant amounts
of oil from new wells.

But it’s a step in the right direction. Work-
ing Americans rightly believe their govern-
ment has a duty to finally assure the energy
security of this country.

All across this state and nation, people are
hurting. Small farmers, truckers, and taxi
drivers are unable to cover costs. Small busi-
ness owners are struggling to meet payroll.
The cost of living is rising, and the value of
paychecks is falling. All of this is in large
part because the price of oil is too high, and
the supply of oil is too uncertain.

The American people have had enough of
high gas prices and our government’s unwill-
ingness to take care of us.

According to the U.S. Department of the
Interior and Congressman Ted Poe, there are
approximately 420 trillion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas and more than 86 billion barrels of
oil yet to be discovered along the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf in the lower 48 States. That is
enough oil or natural gas to:

Maintain current oil production for 87
years and current natural gas production for
68 years;

Produce gasoline for 116 million cars and
heating oil for 47 million homes for 15 years;

Replace current imports from the Persian
Gulf for 59 years;

Produce sufficient natural gas to heat 75
million homes for 60 years;

And supply current industrial and commer-
cial needs for 29 years or supply electricity
generating needs for 55 years.

We are the only country in the world that
does not fully cultivate their oil and natural
gas resources. There is absolutely no good
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reason why we cannot expand current off-
shore drilling in the Gulf of Mexico to the
coasts of Florida, California and the eastern
seaboard.

TRIBUTE TO MARVIN HAMMOND

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 29, 2008

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, Marvin
Hammond, a longtime friend, has now retired
for the second time, first from Knoxville Utili-
ties Board, and now from the Hallsdale-Powell
Utility District.

| did all sorts of odd jobs as a boy—selling
programs and refreshments at ball games,
mowing yards—but my first hourly-pay job was
as a groundskeeper at Holston-Chilhowee Ball
Park in East Knoxville.

| was 15, and | made $1.00 an hour. My
first boss was a 19-year-old named Marvin
Hammond. He worked under Coach Raleigh
Johnson, but Marvin was the one who told me
what to do.

From that time in the early 1960s, | have
thought of Marvin Hammond as one of the fin-
est men | have ever known.

He went from his job as manager of Holston
High School athletic teams to a position as a
trainer in the Cincinnati Reds Farm System
and got to know many of the all-time great
baseball players, such as Pete Rose and oth-
ers.

He spent most of his career as an executive
with the Knoxville Utilities Board. He was one
of the most popular and respected employees
of KUB.

| remember my first race for Congress in
1988 when he was driving me and some other
people on a campaign swing to some distant
parts in our district.

One of the other campaigners, jokingly but
pretending to be serious, complained about
his “huge” utility bill. Marvin, very concerned,
said, “Lance, How much was it?” When Lance
replied “$36,” Marvin almost ran off the road.

| remember another time when | was a
judge, Marvin found that | was Cubmaster of
a Cub Scout troop. He told me he could get
several canoes from another church and he
knew some people who owned a dairy farm
45 miles away with a big lake on it.

He spent his whole day getting the canoes,
helping the boys tour the farm, do the canoe
rides, cook out, and then load everything back
up for the return.

When | was first starting my law practice
and needing to make some money, Marvin
told me he was head of off-campus instruction
in Knoxville for Walters State Community Col-
lege.

He hired me, for $500 a semester, to teach
political science, | believe for three semesters.
Many of the students were police officers,
which also helped me in my law practice.

So, you can see, Madam Speaker, that
Marvin Hammond has had a big influence on
my life. | am very grateful to him.

But he has helped so many people over the
years, and | am certain he has made his com-
munity and the Nation much better by all he
has done.

Sandra Clark, another longtime friend and
the publisher of the Halls Shopper News, has
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